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1996 - Not a year to remember 


Everything seems to be coming together for Australian soccer at the moment. 
A national coach with a positive outlook, a national competition headed for record 
attendances, and a four nation tournament which should see at least one big win for 
the national team. And then there is the looming World Cup qualifiers 
it all makes such a contrast to what was a disappointing 1996. Particularly on the field, 
where the Socceroos failed to score in half of their games, and did the bare minimum when 
qualifying for this years Confederations Cup in Saudi Arabia. The year began with the bizarre 
two match series against Japan which saw each side claim a three goal victory. This was 
followed by a run of four games without a goal, including a forgettable trip to Chile when 


_Zamorano proved our 'C’ team was no match for a superstar. We did well in the Simba Cup 


though, even if ET got a bit carried away after we beat Ghana's thirds. 

The highlight for us this year however was the goalless draw in Riyadh in October. 
Giving our players an opportunity to sample Middle Eastem soccer may well prove invaluable 
later in the year. Such a shame then that the year was allowed to end with such a whimper, 
when we had the chance to re-write a few record books. 


Like the Olyroos nearly did in the Olympic qualifiers in January. They found the net fifty- 
two times in seven matches and looked unbeatable until a national primetime television 
audience watched in disbelief as the Kiwis snatched the only goa! of the game to finish just 
behind us on goal difference. Had the Kiwis not been beaten by Fiji in their opening match we 
may well have paid dearly for the infamous ‘teamsheet affair. 

Later in the year in the USA, the Group B performances of the Olyroos and in particular 
Eddie Thomson came under close scrutiny after we failed to reach the last eight, but Spain 
and France were both excellent teams and deserved to progress. The focus now shifts to 
Sydney and it is time SocAus gave very serious consideration to the proposal that 'Team 
2000’ competes in the 1999-2000 Ericsson Cup (?) season. 


Which brings us nicely to the national league. The inclusion of Perth proved they have 
been admitted years too late, while the jury is still out on Collingberg. As expected, the 
expansion of the league to fourteen clubs has dragged the overalt standard down and it isn't 
surprising to see a number of clubs failing to regularly attract 5,000 spectators. 

Pressure on the ‘provincial’ clubs will surely increase over the next six months as Carlton 
gears up for the next phase in John Elliott's Carltonisation project, and Gippsiand in particular 
will be concemed if SocAus decides to downsize the league. Melbourne Knights also have 
some tough decisions to make and indications have already surfaced that the club will 
experience further power struggles in the coming six months. 

On the positive side Wollongong's resurgence has forced many of their critics to retreat for 
another year but the attendances at Brandon Park must consistently top 5,000 before their 
place in the A-League is secure. West Adelaide have also shown that if the league is to 
eventually be reduced to twelve or even ten teams, they may not be relegated as quickly as 
some may think. Whether their future is at Hindmarsh could be the key. Provided Marconi 
and UTS Olympic can get their acts together we will have another nailbiting finish to the 
season and the finals series will provide the perfect lead-in to a mid-season bonanza of 
representative soccer. 

Of course the gold star performer of the year award goes to Perth Glory. The way they 
have bounced back from an opening day hammering to be odds-on for a finals berth has 
completely confounded everyone. It's amazing what a bit of vocal support can achieve. 


Which brings us nicely back to the fans. Whether Australia proves anything on the field 
during the OWSSS is going to be debated long after the event but for the fans its time to put 
up or shut up. Okay, the opposition isn't glamorous, or even of high international standard, 
but fans in the eastem states are going to have to attend matches in far greater numbers than 
they have in the past, especially in Melbourne. The attendance for the Japan visit last year 
was atrocious and unless there is close to a full house on the 18th, Melbourne may have seen 
its last full international for some time. The administrators have done their share. itis now up 
to the Australian soccer public to respond. 


Plenty of people have expressed concern at the downturn in Collingwood's 


fortunes on the field. Studs Up argues that the real problem is off the field. 


—W 


schizophrenic Collingberg 


Collingwood Warriors - A brave new era in Australian soccer or just a Heidelberg Utd 
trojan horse designed to give the Bergers an undeserved re-entry into the A-League? 
The opening match against reigning champions the Melboume Knights had attracted 
enormous mainstream publicity (or should that be curiosity) from media outlets that 
normally ignore soccer like the plague; unless crowd trouble is involved. But in Melbourne, 
Collingwood is news and it was probably this rather than the soccer itself that attracted so 
much interest. In Melboume it only takes for a Collingwood player to sneeze for newspaper 
headlines to scream ‘COLLINGWOOD IN FLU CRISIS’. 


As the terraces quickly filled up, the organisational glitches mounted. There was 
widespread confusion over where fans could and couldn't sit, no matchday programme, 
inadequate scoreboard and an announcer who was straight out of the Ken Sutcliffe school 
of pronunciation (many of those problems remain to this day). Moreover, the action 
seemed distant (an AFL venue can never be ideal for soccer - even Perth admits that) and 
the far side of the ground that didn't house any fans was fined with unsightly trucks. 

But the fans were keen to forgive and forget as they came forward in their thousands 
causing queues to Stretch back several hundred metres. 

The club had underestimated the size of the crowd and apened few turnstiles; although 
who would have thought we would ever be seeing people queuing to get into an A-League 
game? Eventually the exasperated club officials threw open the gates to allow the eager 
fans in for free because with the kick-off time of 5pm long gone, delaying the game any 
longer would have meant finishing the game in darkness as Vic Park doesn't have 
floodlights, an ironic twist given Heidelberg's floodlight position a coupte of years back. 

The team itself had been cobbled together by Zoran Matic and was a combination of the 
Heidelberg Utd side that lost the Victorian Premier League grand final and several high 
profile stars including Frank Juric, Emie Tapai, Kimon Taliodoros and Goran Lozanovski. 

Their success in lifting the pre-season Johnnie Walker Cup had only increased 
expectations to unrealistic levels and the 3-0 win against the Knights had some - including 
SU - believing in fairytales. Perhaps Collingwood Football Club did too. 


The beginning of the downward spiral was the deferral of the round 3 clash with UTS 
Olympic (due to the Tahiti matches) when the Warriors had a great chance to build some 
momentum. Collingwood had been inundated with hundreds of enquiries about the game 
and there was a real possibility of another sell-out, with one local journalist suggesting 
20,000 wasn't out of the question! The clubs second home match (nearly a month after the 
first) was a telling guide as to whether the enthusiam of the 'converts' would stand up. The 
5,000 who did turn up to see Collingwood play Perth Glory on an overcast afternoon was 
evidence that the enthusiasm of the first week had evaporated. Those that did turn up 
witnessed a terrible scoreless draw, and many of the first-timers that returned for seconds 
were made painfully aware that Alexander was alive and well. 

A couple of draws at Canberra and Newcastle did little to justify the early season 
optimism and highlighted the clubs lack of playing depth. With one of the smallest squads 
in the league, Collingwood was having difficulty replacing the injuries and suspensions that 
all clubs pick up during the course of a long season. Zoran Matic acknowledged as much 
by signing Mark Silic and Ukrainian Alexander Pryhodko as well as Wollongong's Dejan 
Kaplanovic; despite a waming from Wolves coach Nick Theodorakopoulos. The downward 
Spiral continued in front of barely 3,000 on a wet day against Gippsiand Falcons, a result 
that pleased only Frank Arok, who couldn't contain his enthusiasm at having put another 
one over Zoran Matic. The punch drunk Warriors faced Sydney Utd a week later and came 
home with a 7-0 hiding; a result that owed considerably to Matic's tactical gamble of playing 
debutant defenders Pryhodko and Kaplanovic. 


More worrying than the teams on-field form are its off-field problems that have seen 
attendances dip below 3,000 for most of its recent home matches. The problem lies in the 
clubs identity (or lack of). The newly formed club joined the A-League after a merger 
between Heidelberg/Melbourne Wantiors and the Collingwood Football Club. 

Technically, mergers are supposed to reflect the traditions of both clubs, but only the 
most blinkered of Berger fans could - with a straight face - admit that the admission of the 
club into the A-League was based on Heidelberg's soccer expertise and not a 
determination by SocAus to exploit the Collingwood name. 

Perhaps the excellent early season form brought about some complacency but anyone 
venturing to Victoria Park jately can't help but notice the schizophrenic character of the 
support split between Heidelberg and Collingwood fans. A hard core of Berger fans 
congregate behind the goals in the Rush stand complete in yellow and black paraphemalia 
happy to support their ‘Alexandros’ and resisting any attempts to help build a truly 


“Collingwood club. To the diehards, the Collingwood 'name' is just that, no different to the 


clubs previous re-incamations, whether that be Fitzroy Utd, Heidelberg Utd or Melbourne 
Warriors. The Greek newspapers and peanut sellers ensure that a portion of Victoria Park 
is forever ‘Alexandros’. Pity the naive fan who wanders in expecting everyone to be 
wholeheartedly supporting Collingwood. 


The club itself has made little attempt to build its own identity and capitalise on the 
goodwill created by its early successes. It seems the club is split on its direction. Perhaps 
this is an inevitable outcome of having a board evenly split between Heidelberg and 
Collingwood members, each with their own agenda. Consequently little has been done to 
bring supporters together away from the game and to build a base that will see the club 
through bad times on the pitch or to sell the club to the greater community. !t must make 
Kevin Rose & co scratch their heads in confusion after seeing the clubs early progress 
evaporate. 

With the introduction of Carlton into the A-League next season, Kevin Rose realises that 
Collingwood probably has nine months in which to steal a march on its greatest rivals for 
the hearts and minds of Melboume's sports community. The club has already made the 
first move by removing the yellow from the team shirt in a bid to further highlight the 
Collingwood element in the venture and distance itself as far as possible from Heidelberg. 

In an acknowledgement that the club had made little headway in gaining the support of 
Collingwood football supporters, marketing director John Mallander resigned. But was he a 
victim of circumstances? If Rose & Co are pulling the club in one direction then the 
Heidelberg element on the board are pulling in another. It is this power struggle that is 
denying the club an opportunity to make any progress. 


Okay then, the team is struggling and the board have no clear long-term goals, but what 
happened to all the fans that showed initial interest? For a start, $15 for a seat in the main 
stand is too much. It costs far less to go to an AFL game, so the casual football fan who 
takes an interest in Collingwood is unlikely to watch the Warriors. Supporters of other AFL 
clubs will have absolutely NO interest whatsoever in supporting Collingwood in whatever 
they do. The Pies could put on a free wet T-shirt competitions with free beer and fondling 
and fans of opposition AFL would give Vic Park a wide berth. Casual soccer fans who take 
an interest in South Melboume are unlikely to go to Victoria Park, where you are forbidden 
to use the social facilities. Since Bob Jane opened, the days of having a beer while 
watching the youth game have given way to watching a bit of sport on the giant screen and 
being able to drink something different if the occasion warrants it. And that goes for after 
the match as well, 


If Collingwood Warriors expect fans to just tum up, pay $15, have a few beers from 
plastic cups in the stand and go straight home after the game, then they can continue to 
expect average crowds of less than 3,000. Besides, we would have thought that 
Collingwood Football Club would have welcomed the opportunity for a whole new audience 
to put money in their cash registers and poker machines. 

After all, isn't that why Collingwood got involved in soccer - to make money? 


ea 
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‘NOW he wants to play two up front! 

Eddie Thomson frustrated the Australian footbailing public for years with his use of the 
‘tone ranger’ one-up-front attacking formation so we almost fell over when ET named his 
current dream team on ABC radio in late December. Not only did he suddenly prefer to 

play with two strikers, he also named Paul Okon in midfield - just two months after 
declaring the Lazio player the world’s best sweeper! For the record, then: 
Mark Bosnich; Steve Horvat; Alex Tobin, Tony Popovic; Tony Vidmar, Stan Lazaridis; 
Robbie Slater, Ned Zelic, Paul Okon; Graham Amold, Aurelio Vidmar. 
Close but no cigar: Craig Moore, Jason Van Blerk, Harry Kewell 

One other point to emerge from the ET interview was his revelation that we shouldn't be 

surprised if Sydney City are resurrected. We guess he means some sort of link with the 
(rugby league) Sydney City Roosters. Se, what adds Eddie wilt one day retum to Sydney? 


Hmm, must just about be that time of the year 
And while we're on the topic of dream teams, we've spotted a few in various 

newspapers over the past month or two, so consider this lot.... 

Mike Cockerill - Bosnich; Horvat; Tobin, Moore; T.Vidmar, Lazaridis; 
A.Vidmar, Okon, Slater; Arnold, Agostino. 

Frank Arok - Kalac, Okon: Bingley, Tobin; Lozanovski, Marth, Carica, Lazaridis; 
Trajanovski, Farina, A.Vidmar 

Eddie Kmcevic - Bosnich; De Amicis, Simunic, Okon, Moric; 
Lozanovski, Foster, Zelic, Renaud; Mori, A.Vidmar 

Frank Farina - Bosnich; Okon; Popovic, Horvat; T.Vidmar, Slater, Marth, Corica, Renaud; 
A.Vidmar, Amold 

Branko Culina - Well, we would have printed it but you wouldn't have believed us. 
Let's see now, there's six Sydney United players... 





Photos of the Year? Or bringing the game into disrepute? 

If you get a chance, see if you can track down a copy of the Melbourne Herald-Sun 
dated December 9. in amongst the sports pages you'll see a photograph of a Sydney 
United player (who shall remain nameless!!!) appearing poised to put his studs through the 
skull of Collingwood's Goran Lozanovski. As far as timing goes, well, let's just say you 
have to see it to betieve it! 

And while we're on the subject of photographs, congrats to Joe Sabljak (Melb. H-S) for 
capturing the moment of impact resulting in Rick Cerracchio's send off against Adelaide 
City. We don't normally approve of the media highlighting soccer's lowlights, but in the 

case of violent - and let's be honest, bloody dangerous - play, the perpetrators deserve to 
be closely watched in all future games. Letting EVERYBODY know what they are capable 
of is not necessarily a bad thing. Wonder what the SocAus policy is? 


Cariton - the appointments continue 
Following on fram the appointment of five board members (see SU19) comes the news 

that Lou Sticca has been appointed General Manager. Lou has been involved in the 

formation of the club since day one and has loads of experience as both a soccer 

administrator and business manager. 

Also, Jerome Lyford has been appointed Marketing & Administration Executive. 

Jerome holds a business degree in marketing, and has been with the club for most of 
1996. 


And now for some bad news.... 

Sad to hear that Oz Womens captain Sarah Cooper has been spotted in a rather large 
plaster cast. Apparently the injury will see her missing from any starting eleven for up to six 
or eight months. We sincerely hope Sarah makes a full recovery and provides a fairy-tale 
comeback, culminating in leading her country at the 2000 Olympics. Austratian soccer 
could really use a few inspirational examples at the moment. 


Get the book out! 


Yellow card to Studs Up for an awful! slip-up in our SU19 page 3 editorial. We weren't very 
happy about our new national coach not bothering to get to the Asian Cup Finals, and 
suggested he should have been in Doha making notes etc. Except there wasn’t much 
point being in Qatar! Well, at least he wouldn't have been far from the UAE, anyway. 

Um, sorry about that. What can we say except DOH(a}! 


Yellow card to Andrew Marth who has once again - according to Laurie Schwab - put 
business commitments ahead of what are the best years of his career. It is not 
inconceivable that Stabber could be part of the real Australian team in France - he would 


’ be one of the first names on any teamsheet we filled out - so the question should be asked. 


is his business commitments that important, or doesn't he realise how good he is? 


Red card to all those responsible for the new Australian strip. We've had a few light- 
hearted digs in previous issues about the profile of Coca-Cofa when it comes to our 
international sides, but for the ‘dynamic ribbon’ to appear on our national strip is totally 
unacceptable. It doesn't seem that long ago that Germany were reprimanded by FIFA for 
daring to have the Mercedes-Benz logo on their shirts. We can only hope that the men in 
Zurich take a similar stance toward the new ‘roo strip. 

Given FIFA’s relationship with Coca-Cola, we're not holding our breath.... 


Yellow card to Sepp Blatter for suggesting Australia should apply to stage the 2006 World 
Cup Finals. Does he really believe that the FIFA Executive will run a second successive 
World Cup Finals in this timezone?. lt certainty promises to be an interesting meeting when 
the subject of kick-off times (to suit European TV) for 2002 eventually comes up. 

Maybe Sepp is just looking for another country to spend ridiculous amounts of money on 
airfares and accommodation to bring the various FIFA committees on southem hemisphere 
junkets? : 


Yellow Card to the Collingwood Wariors. They can’t even spell our national competitions 
main sponsor correctly on their match day tickets. 


Yallow card to SocAus for allowing Terry Venables to hold a position with Portsmouth 
while coaching the Socceroos. It seems the lingering stench of the Stewart Report has all 
but dissipated and the administrators obviously believe that nobody will get five when they 
add two and two. However, it is naive to think that Terry won't hand-pick a few players to 
bolster the promotion prospects of Pompey (although it wouldn't be the first time that an 
Australian national coach directed players towards specific overseas clubs), and even if 
there is absolutely nothing wrong with the way the transfers are conducted, there are 
bound to be accusations of favouritism when future national squads are announced. 
Portsmouth may be stuck in a mid-table rut for now but with the English first division such a 
close competition this season a promotion play-off place is only a couple of wins away. 

Or should that be a couple of quality players? 


Finally, a Yellow card to everyone involved in the great Jurgen Farina diving debate. If 
someone has concems about a player milking free-kicks and penalties they should have a 
chat to the player or the referees advisor. There's no need to provoke a player into petty 
threats of legal action for ‘defamation of character’. Besides, if the referees ever watch 
videos of matches they'll see ali the slow-motion replays.... 


Who DID pick the squad? 


"To be fair, | had very little input. | willingly accepted Raul's judgment." 
- Terry Venables 


We may as well Say it now. It is difficult to fathom how some of the players - particularly 
those with Socceroo experience - have been selected in the OWSS squad. If Peter Kogoy 
(Sydney Sun-Herald) is right and El Tel(evision) sat down in his London home with El Blanco 
and watched 900 minutes of video footage, then Raul Blanco better find a new video shop. 
The official SocAus press release claimed "Venables said he has relied heavily on the advice 
and counsel of Blanco and has also had a number of discussions with Eddie Thomson...." 
Our assessment of the individuals selected follows later, but it is important to pinpoint exactly 
what this tournament is aiming to achieve. 


year, twelve of those at home. Since then his sharp leaming curve has revealed that his 
hopes are unrealistic, but four nation tournaments such as the OWSS are vital for keeping 
Australia’s name in the international spotlight as well as fulfilling commercial obligations. 

Very few of the OWSS squad members can expect a call-up when the Euroroos are 
available, So as a guide to the World Cup qualifiers this tournament is irrelevant. More 
important is the need for the press to meet Terry and give the sport some mainstream press 
coverage. This has already been acheived, and the coverage can only multiply if Australia 
can get off to a winning start against New Zealand. 

After all, the bottom line in tournaments such as these is victories. For too long Australia 
has played host to intemational 'reserve' teams and failed to beat them. We shouldn't have to 
name them, there’s been half a dozen or so in the past couple of years, and even though 
Joe/Joanne Public realises we can't put our best team on the park, he/she also realises that 
our opponents can't either. In that context, it's time to put up or shut up. At least with El Tel in 
charge, we won't hear crap like "Ooh they're a toof team ya noo, full a quol-i-ee players...” 


a When David Hill first came to power he hoped Australia would play sixteen internationals a 


Which brings us to the man himself. Given that Venables’ contract is only up to July '98, 
he has no reason to look any further than November '97. If we lose in November the final 8 
months of his contract may as well be cancelled, giving him the chance to take up one of the 
many expected European club offers. That means he has ten months to get it right. Later this 
year he'll probably look back and wonder if his time could have been better spent in Europe, 
but at least by coming here first he will give his critics no chance of slamming him for ignoring 
the local players. So, on to the squad then... 


The decision to select only two goalkeepers is sensible, provided the competition rules 
allow for a replacement if necessary. Knowing our luck, Kalac will get himself sent off in the 
first match and Petkovic will cop an injury in the second. 

The defensive squad almost picks itself these days, with lvanovic, Popovic, Tobin, 
Blagojevic, Longo and Bingley picking themselves, although Fausto DeAmicis must wonder 
what he needs to do to make a local-based squad. 

After that, criticism is necessary. The midfield contains players who have struggled to gain 
selection in their club teams, struggled to overcome injury, or in the case of others, just plain 
Struggled. Craig Foster, for example, has many admirers but if he is to become an 
intemational regular it will be as midfield creator, someone who makes and Scores goals. 
Otherwise, there is no place for him. Jason Polak too, has had trouble adjusting to a new club 
and has hardly displayed enough to warrant international selection. Ditto Warren Spink. 

Then there is the case of Aytek Genc. Somebody must have sent a highlights package 
from Malaysia. If he’s been picked on the basis of watching a few Asian videos then I'il send 
in a few of my own home videos! 


Ah well, you can be sure that the selection debate will intensify as the year progresses, 
and as always we welcome readers suggestions. in the meantime, here's SU's assessment of 
Terry's (and Raul's and Eddie's) first squad. 


El Squadra - an SU assessment 


Zeljko Kalac - Did little wrong against Tahiti (well, did little actually) and deserves to be 
retained despite some eccentric performances in the Ericsson Cup. 

Matthew Bingley - Versatility makes him a valuable squad member, but has been unable to 
cement himself in a specific position at either club or international level. 

Robbie Hooker - A favourite of Blanco who will probably continue to hold his spot until 
Venables starts picking the team. Fans of Fausto DeAmicis look forward to the day.... 

Alex Tobin - The imminent departure of Popovic ensures Tobin will have little competition for 
@ spot in domestic-based squads for a while yet 

Milan Ivanovic - Who needs Joe Simunic - yet... 

Tony Popovic - Withdrew through injury and with the emergence of Moore and possibly 
_Bemal is now in danger of becoming the forgotten man. 

Ernie Tapai - Excellent performances for Collingwood ensured he retains his place after 
doing little wrong against Tahiti. Will need to really perform though... 

Robert Enas - Only used as a sub againt Tahiti but deserves to see El Tel close up and 
vice-versa. Former Young Socceroo who may be a comerstone of the midfield for 2002. 
Paul Trimboli - Has impressed everyone this season - including Chinese scouts ~ and 
remains the most creative local-based attacker. 

Craig Foster - Is he the most over-rated player in the Ericsson Cup? 

David Zdrilic - Has scored too consistently to be ignored. 

Milan Blagojevic - Has held UTS together at times this season and his versatility and 
experience makes him an invaluable squad member. Right in line for a plane seat to France. 
Dominic Longo - Hasn't appeared in the green & gold since the Antofagasta fiasco, and 
hasn't really impressed SU since then. Another Blanco selection, perhaps? 

Mark Babic - Lacks pace, but strong in the air and should scare the Koreans witless. 

Goran Lozanovski - A shock selection given his post-injury form, and wisely withdrew . 
Jason Polak - Used as a sub against Tahiti in Canberra and is living proof that it is harder to 
get out of the Socceroo squad than into it. Regular bench warmer at the Lakers this season. 
Alistair Edwards - Used in a variety of roles at UTS this season without impressing in any of 
them. Untikely to be considered for France so his selection for the OWSS remains a mystery. 
Aytek Genc - Proof that there is hope for ail of us yet. (he'll probably get ‘MotM' now!) 

Kris Trajanovskt - Seven goals against Tahiti, enough said. 

Sean Babic - The greatest Austratian selection shock since Peter ‘Who?’ Taylor. Let's hope 
he is half as successful. One of the few squad members with genuine pace. 

Warren Spink - In the ‘roos starting eleven twice in the last year, and we will be stunned if 
he improves on that record. Angie Postecoglou may not be such a bad judge after all. 
Jason Petkovic - Major contributor in Adelaide City's excellent defensive record this season. 
More consistent than Kalac and can expect to be in the starting line-up at least once. 


Stand-by players 


Frank Juric - Withdrew due to personal reasons. No great loss given his recent form. 
Luke Casserly - Promoted to the full squad after Popovic withdrew. Unlikely to be a starter 
but (like Enes) one for the future. 

Troy Halpin - Like we said in Soccer Australia magazine two months ago he will be a 
Socceroo sooner rather than later. Leads the ABSW player of the year award by 7 votes, 
Fausto De Amicis - Robbie Hooker is a very lucky man. 

Robert Trajkovski - Another player promoted to the full squad. A solid performer though 
unlikely to see much onfield action. 

Jim Tsekinis - Failed to impress at Crystal Palace but you don’t need to be a regular in the 
English first division to impress Australian selectors. This may be the incentive he needs to 
stay in Australia. 


—~| 
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South —woren - More defeats may bring purge 


The OWSS in Australia was initially seen by the Koreans as a way of fine-tuning their 
team for this years World Cup qualifiers. But following their embarrassing exit in the quarter 
finals of the Asian Cup - after struggling through the first round - this tour has suddenly taken 
on greater significance. 

Despite being one of the Asian Cup favourites, the two-time Asian champion never 
looked like doing their reputation any justice. Playing any toumament host in your opening 
game is a big ask, but the Koreans made the early running against the UAE and deservedly 
took the lead when Hwang Sun-hong accepted a wonderful pass from strike partner Ko 
Jeong-woon and converted from inside the box. Hwang almost doubled the lead but an 
excellent header was kept out by an even better save. The UAE worked their way back into 
the game and forced the Koreans to settle for a draw, although Hwang should have clinched 
all three points for his side in the dying minutes. 

He scored twice in the next game during a 4-2 win over Indonesia when the winners 
appeared to ease up after going 4-0 up, but that win should be kept in perspective. 

The Indonesians were forced to use their back-up ‘keeper when their number one choice 
remained in hospital after suffering a kick to the face !ate in their opening clash with Kuwait. 
The Indonesians also attracted criticism from home after leaving seven of their best players 
out of the squad. Their coach was worried about the quality of their defending during the 
Tiger Cup and expected his team to be on the receiving end in most ACf matches and opted 
for extra defenders. 

The Koreans had paid for missed chances in the first two games and paid the penalty 
against Kuwait, going down 0-2. But more disturbing was their questionable marking when 
defending set-pieces, and their susceptibility to opposition fast breaks when the defence 
pushed forward. 


Despite their patchy form in the group phase they were expected to overcame an Iranian 
team which had shown only reasonable form before pushing aside Saudi Arabia {who had 
already qualified for the quarters) 3-0 to advance to the last eight. The Koreans were in for a 
genuine shock. After taking the lead through Kim Do-hoon in the 11th minute, Iran's Ali Daei 
took control and put on one of the finest attacking performances ever seen in the Asian Cup 
Finals. Trailing 1-2 at half-time, Daei set up Azizi for the equaliser before scoring himself 
four times in 23 minutes to totally demoralise South Korea and send them spinning out of the 
tournament. If you ever get a chance, check out his right foot volley from the edge of the 
area to score Iran's fourth goal. If it wasn't for a couple of indonesian efforts it would have 
romped in for goal of the tournament. Once again, the Koreans defensive frailties had been 
cruelly exposed and without Hwang Sun-hong they hag little hope of reducing the deficit. 

Current coach Park Jong Hwan blamed their poor showing on his players tiredness after 
a strenuous domestic season; an argument that received little support. The squad returned 
home for some serious Seoul-searching (sorry) and to face a hostile press calling for heads 
to roll and wholesale changes to be made. It remains to be seen whether the Korean FA will 
cave into this mounting pressure. 


In any case, the four nation tournament gives the South Koreans, and Hwan in particular, 
a timely opportunity to silence their critics. With their first World Cup qualifier in Hong Kong 
just Over a month away, Hwan faces a difficult time in raising the battered morale of his team 
and silencing his critics. Hwan (who is a qualified FIFA referee) began his international 
coaching career in Australia at the 1981 World Youth Championships. At one point he 
simultaneously coached Asian club champions lihwa Chunma as well as the national side. 

Predictably the squad reflects the recent dominance of South Korean and Asian football 
by !lhwa Chunma, who have been renamed and relocated and now go by the name of 
Chonan Chunma. They have five players in the squad including striker Ko Jeong-woon who 
has been capped 58 times and featured in every game at USA '94. 


Attacking midfielder Sin Tae-yong, who was voted South Korea's Player of the Year in 
1996, is another Chonan Chunma star who is part of the intemational set-up. It's hardly 
surprising that Chonan Chunma have such an influence on the national side. The side 
moulded by current national coach Hwan are not only the current Asian champions but also 
boasts of having won the Asian Super Cup and Afro-Asian Cup (defeating South Africa's 
Orlando Pirates) in 1996. 


Ko Jeong Woon's partner in attacking crime is the previously mentioned Hwang Sun- 
hong of the Pohang (formerly Posco) Atoms. The skilful striker has an impressive scoring 
tecord at international level of 39 goals in 70 matches, including eight in one match against 
Nepal during the 1994 Asian Games. He was included in South Korea's 1990 World Cup 
squad, starting in the first match against Spain and coming on as a sub in their final game 
against Uruguay. Four years later he had established himself as the country’s best striker, 
taking part in all three games at USA ‘94 and scoring against world champions Germany 
when the Koreans pulled back two goals to come from 0-3 down and almost snatch a well 
deserved draw. 


Defensively the South Koreans also have a wealth of experience and talent. Kim Joo- 
sung of the Pusan Royals has won 68 caps. He started his intemational career as a winger 
and was voted 1989 Asian Footballer of the Year before gradually assuming a defensive 
position. Sweeper Hong Myung Bo of the Pohang Atoms made the greatest impact at USA 
‘94. The most experienced South Korean with 74 caps, he displayed great style and skill in 
leading his country in the US, scoring twice and attracting widespread acclaim as one of the 
most cultured sweepers at the World Cup. His popularity is not merely restricted to his on- 
field achievements either. He has consistently tumed down many lucrative offers to play in 
the J-League in order to stay at home. 


Like Australia, the Koreans have consistently qualifted for many under-age toumaments 
in recent years, including the Atlanta Olympics. The squad, led by former Soviel/CiS coach 
Anatoli Byshovets performed creditably. Lee Ki Hyung is only one of three players from the 
1996 Olympic squad present in Australia. The 22 year old defender is being groomed for 
stardom, He plays for Suwan Bluewings, the team funded by multi-national corporation 
Samsung, and was in Australia for the 1993 WYC scoring twice in the group maich against 
the USA in Melbourne. He was also in Australia for the under-23 FNT in January 1995, 
subsequently helping his country qualify for the Olympic finals and elevate himself into the 
full intemational squad. 


in midfield, 1992 Olympian Seo Jung-won of the Anyang Cheetahs has an enviable 
record of eleven goals in fifty internationals, as does Ha Seok-ju of the Pusan Royals, who 
captained his club side in a friendly against UTS Olympic in January 1996. Ha Seok-ju has 
struggled for a regular place, often being used as a sub but he has still managed 16 goals in 
49 internationals. 


South Korea, along with New Zealand, provide Australia with an opportunity to assess 
possible World Cup opponents. Their poor showing in the Asian Cup has fuelled growing 
criticism of the side and another poor showing in Australia may lead to even greater pressure 
brought to bear on the coaching staff and players. The South Koreans take their mantle as 
Asia's most successful country (with four WC finals appearances) very seriously. It will be 
fascinating to see how they respond, 


Asian Cup Finals {in UAE, December 1996) 

Grp A (in Abu Dhabi) 

4-UAE 1-1 Hwang Sun-hong 9 

7-Indonesia 4-2 Kim Do Hoon 5, Hwang Sun-hong 7,15, Ko Jeon-woon 51 
10 -Kuwait 0-2 


1/4 Final (in Abu Dhabi) 
16 - Iran 2-6 Kim Do-hoon 11, Sin Tae-yong 34 
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Visiting Vikings short on stars New Zealand - Happy to avoid defeat? 


Terry Venables will have mixed memories of his last confrontation with Norway in May '94, New Zealand have a reputation for causing Australia trouble but since that horrible day 
when his England team were unable to score a legitimate goal against a team the pommy in 1989 the Kiwis have provided only token resistance. Sure, they have been terrier-like in 
press labelled 'Snoreway'. On that occasion the Norwegians travelled with a full-strength their attitude but they have been simply classed in recent clashes and the OWSS is unlikely 
squad, something El Te! won't have to contend with this time. to alter that pattern. 

Norway have sent to Australia an 18 man squad consisting mostly of home based players, | The last time we saw the Kiwis in Melboume the match was over after three minutes. 
the bulk coming from top Norwegian sides Rosenborg and Lillestrom. Seven players are set to Veart and Vidmar both scored to give Australia an impregnable 3-0 aggregate lead and Oz 
make their international debuts in the Optus Series. The visiting Vikings have scored a grand i advanced to the next phase of World Cup qualifiers while New Zealand subsequently 
total of 12 goals and have an average age of 27 years and 4 month. : lurched from one crisis to the next. Three and a half years later, and our Tasman cousins 

The ever reliable Erik Mykiand (FC Linz, Austria) is definitely a player to watch. He ahah are not in much better shape. In fact it is not inconceivable that the fans may see an early 
outstanding dribbler, often joining the attack with surging runs from deep in midfield. He is one killing, similar to the hiding dished out during the Olympic qualifiers in Adelaide last year. 
of five players in the squad selected from European leagues outside Austria. The others being No, not that abominable performance put up by the Olyroos in the final qualifier, the first 
keeper Thomas Gill (Duisburg, Germany), defender Danny Eggen (Brondby, Denmark), match when we were 3-0 up after 30 minutes and won by a lazy five. 
defender Tore Pedersen (St. Pauli, Germany) and forward Havard Flo (Werder Bremen, — 
Germany). Pedersen is one of the troopers of the team who played for a number of years in 
the English Premier League with Oldham, but he unfortunately missed out playing in the 
World Cup finals in 1994 due to a knee injury. He was also a member of the U-20 Norway 
team which participated in the 1989 WYC in Portugal. Another current member of the squad 
who Australians maybe familiar with is midfielder Tommy Svindal Larsen who is the only 
member in the squad who participated for Norway in Australia ‘93 U20 World Youth Cup. 


New Zealand enter the OWSS with nothing to gain and plenty to lose. The Australian 
team they will play in the WC qualifiers will bear little resembiance to the one they will face 
in the 4NT, and they will therefore leam very little as far as information on the opposition is 
concemed. By contrast, the New Zealand team that Oz will face in the WCqs should be 
fairly similar to the combination in the OWSS. For that reason the Kiwis may as well 
concentrate on getting their defensive formation right in anticipation of an Aussie onslaught 
later in the year. 


Australian fans are often chastised for whinging about under-strength touring teams, but a 
there are a number of notable absentees from the squad, many of whom are playing in Without lapsing into ovine anecdotes it's difficult to write about New Zealand and still keep 
England's Premiér League - midfielder Oyvind Leonhardsen (Wimbledon), Lars Bohinen 


it interesting. Four years ago they were ranked 70th in the world. These days they hover 
around the 130's and don't look like improving it significantly. Since ex-coach Bobby Clark 
resigned in late 1995 the Kiwis have failed to cause major international waves, with a series 
of modest performances and results. Former Waitakere City championship winning coach 
Keith Pritchett took over and opened his intemationa! account with a couple of losses in 
China, with a Middle East tour tate 1996 proving a mixed bag with a couple of narrow wins 
over Oman balanced with losses to Qatar and Saudi Arabia. Pritchett moved to NZ about 
ten years ago after being part of the Watford fairytale under Elton John. He has taken over 
at a time when soccer in New Zealand is just clawing back from one of the lowest points in 
its history. With both rugby codes enjoying international success, soccer was in real 
danger of collapsing along with its national league a few years back. The rebuilding is a 
long way from completion and heavy defeats in the OWSS will throw enormous pressure 


(Blackbum), striker Jan-Aage Fjortoft (Middleborough), Aif-Inge Haaland (Nottingham Forest), 
defenders Rohnny Johnsen (Manchester United), Henning Berg (Blackbur) and Stig 
Bjornbye (Liverpool) as well as ‘gun’ striker Ole Gunnar Solskjaer (Manchester United). 
Classy midfielder and all-time Norwegian great Kjetil Rekdal (Rennes, France) who scored a 
hat-trick in seven minutes (!) against Hungary three months ago is also absent. 

The team is coached by 54 year old Egil Olsen. Olsen coached the U-21 team between 
4979-85. He took over the senior side in 1990 after two years directing the country's Olympic 
team. One of his first moves was to scrap the team's sweeper system and installed a zonal 
defence that called for defenders to protect an area in front of the goal rather than the 
traditional man-marking. Olsen is quoted as saying I’m convinced that the zone defence is 
more effective than a man-for-man system. You have to have more players on the right side of 


goal in a man-for-man system so you are forced to play with a defensive, negative attitude. A back on to everyone at Soccer NZ with the first World Cup qualifiers a matter of months 
zone defence, instead, is more effective because you put more pressure on the opponent with away. 
the ball.” 


Using this system he guided Norway to their second World Cup finals appearance (for USA 
94) after an absence of 56 years, having qualified for their first World Cup in France 1938, 
where they lost to defending champions Italy in the first round. They faired better in their 1994 
qualifying campaign, finishing top of their group, slamming 10 goals against San Marino, 
defeating highly fancied Holland 2-1, and drawing 1-1 against England at Wembley, then 
defeating an disorganised Graham Taylor England squad 2-0 in Oslo. Victory against Poland 
assured them qualification. Although not getting past the first round in the USA, Norway put 
up solid performances in the 'Group of Death' and beat Mexico 1-0 with Rekdal the scorer, lost 
4-0 to 10-man Italy and drew 0-0 against the Rep of Ireland. 


At time of going to press we hadn't received final confimation of the touring party, but 
browsing through the preliminary squad of twenty it is difficult to see where they will trouble 
the Socceroos (or Koreans or Norwegians). Rodger Gray is good value at the back, Simon 
Elliott showed in Adelaide he has a real future, Jason Batty is competent in goal, Darren 
McClennan can be dangerous, Michael McGarry, Vaughan Coveny and so on are all good 
players but individually are unlikely to cause heartbum in the Oz defence. Their greatest 
asset may be their general cohesiveness, having gone on tours twice last year, and 
provided their experienced players rise to the occasion they will remain competitive. 


Players from Waitakere City (proof that 'mergers' can work) and Miramar Rangers (new 
home of Justin Fashanu) each supply four squad members while Napier City Rovers 
contributes three. It was disappointing for Gavin Wilkinson to miss selection in the initial 
party and hopefully he can be added on, even if it means just training with the senior 
squad. He looked a very good player at times in Adelaide and we hope he can help re- 


Itis still hard to believe that Norway where ranked number two in the world (by FIFA, 
anyway) in July 1995, although their ranking has since retumed to the more realistic teens. ; 
Having said that, Norway conceded only one goal in seven matches last year, and a 1-0 win in 
Switzerland has them warm favourites to qualify for France. Thankfully Australia won't have to 


face anything like Norway's strongest line-up, and the match in Sydney on Jan 25 should be build the All Whites into a very competitive unit. Oceania needs more than one decent 


seen as an opportunity to defeat one of the world's top twenty nations. The last time Norway team. Besides, it would have been nice for Perth to be represented by somebody, as fans 
took such an inexperienced squad on tour they were beaten 2-3 by Trinidad & Tobago and of Vinko Buljubasic will tell you. 


held to a 1-1 draw by Jamaica, Australia should be able to match those results, at least! 


& 
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SHOWDOWN AT SUNCORP 


from Anthony Fensom 


The match every football fan in Australia has been waiting for will take place on January 
4, with the second-placed Strikers hosting league-leaders Sydney United. The Strikers 
finished the first half of the campaign five points behind United, Frank Farina’s team 
recording impressive victories over the big clubs of the league, South Melboume, Me!boume 
Knights, Olympic and Marconi. The only blemish for the Strikers was an instantly forgettable 
ninety minutes against Perth Glory, the team from the West ending the Strikers unbeaten 
twenty game spell at home with a 5-1 thrashing. 

The match against United marks Brisbane's best chance to close the gap on Culinas’ 
‘Invincibles’, with the winner gaining an important psychological advantage. Interestingly 
enough, the teams meet again the following week in Sydney, giving the loser the chance of 
redemption. With attendances at Suncorp Stadium averaging around the 5,000 mark in the 
current season, the match will hopefully push the record gate of 8,720 set against United in 
the 1995/96 semi-final encounter. 

Frank Farina should have collected a whisky bottle for the November ‘Manager of the 
Month’ Award, after the Strikers enjoyed four victories from four games. A 2-1 victory 
against South Melbourne was followed by a similar scoreline against the Knights. Farina 
then retumed to his former club at Fairfield with a 1-0 victory, courtesy of Rod Brown, ending 
the month with a 4-1 drubbing of Olympic at Suncorp. 


The first signs of a dangerous complacency were detected when the Strikers were 


fortunate to depart Adelaide with a point, after West Adelaide failed to convert their chances. 


The Strikers then met Glory in their first national league encounter in Queensland, without 


three key players; Brown, Gwynne and Sean Cranney, the trio absent due to various injuries. 


Danny Wright was given defensive duties with youth player Reece Tollenaere partnering 
Farina up front. On a wet night at Suncorp, the Glory took full advantage of Brisbane's 
positional changes. The Strikers generously allowed the Glory time and space in the 
penalty area, with the result ...... a flattering scoreline for the home team! The defeat 
however has probably benefited the Strikers young squad, serving as a warming to the 
players that there is no substitute for hard work. Brisbane bounced back immediately with a 
4-1 victory against the luckless Cosmos in Canberra, followed by a victory against 
Collingwood (5-2). Frank Farina has proved once again that he is a winner, and more than 
capable of replacing Teiry Venables following Australia’s’ France ‘ 98 campaign. 


The Strikers have also welcomed back to Brisbane the player who, despite being the 
clubs former record goalscorer, was used mainly as a bench-wanmer by Bruce Stowell. The 
player in question could well be called the forgotten man of the Strikers, 26 year old Chris 
Slater. Prior to the arrival of the ‘messiah’, Frank Farina, Chris Slater was the club's leading 
goalscorer in three consecutive seasons from 1992/93 to 1994/95, despite being used 
largely as a substitute. Having amassed 24 goals in 95 national league appearances, Slater 
still holds the club record for the number of goals scored for Brisbane, (including Brisbane 
United). Yet by November 1995 with his appearances becoming less frequent, he realised 
that his potential would not be fulfilled in Brisbane. 

“it was common knowledge that | was unhappy at Brisbane... | received phone calls from 
John Perin (Adelaide City) and Dave Ratcliffe (UTS Olympic) with offers for a transfer. Due 
to family reasons, | chose Sydney...”. 

The Strikers board released Siater for a club record transfer fee of some $12,000. 
Olympic at that stage of the season was in fine form, leading the championship table and 
offering Slater the chance of his first national league winners’ medal. The Strikers also were 
beginning to fire under the influence of former Socceroo Frank Farina. Unfortunately for the 
new signing, Slater never gained a opportunity to display his talents at Olympic. After 
playing ten matches, and scoring once, an injury picked up against South Melboume in 
February 1996 spelled the end of his season. 


The injury was eventually diagnosed as a hole in the tendons of the stomach - a hemia - 
which required extensive medical treatment. Olympic was unwilling to wait for its investment 
to recover, and shortly afterwards placed Slater on a transfer list. The season was 
effectively over the striker, and with Olympic failing to pay his medical expenses, the only 
remedy was the Players’ Tribunal. 


The Tribunal ordered Olympic to pay out the remainder of Slater's contract and granted 
him a free transfer. Despite considering joining the Collingwood Wanriors, Slater was 
encouraged by Frank Farina to give Brisbane a second chance, Brisbane supporters will be 
hoping that the signing will be the final piece in the championship puzzle for the Strikers. 

“I hope to return to the first team in January....! played in the youth match last weekend 
but I'm still short of match fitness. The set-up in Brisbane is very professional with 
supervised weight training, pool sessions and physiotherapists always available and I’m glad 


- to be back.... This team can win the championship....”. 


With both Farina and Rod Brown in fine form in the new season, Slater may find it easier 
to gain a position in the midfield for the Strikers, with his preference being on the left side. 
Recent injuries sustained by some of the Strikers key players, including Sean Cranney, Alan 
Hunter, Gary Phillips and Glenn Gwynne, only emphasise the importance of building up the 
strength of the squad. 


In other Queensland news... 


QSF (Queensland Soccer Federation) President Wally Danny survived a challenge by 
Gordon Arrowsmith for the presidency at the annual general meeting held on November 24. 
Arrowsmith gained the vice-presidency with the backing of the regional clubs that have 
continued to campaign for a State-wide league, an expensive proposition. 


QSF general secretary, Jim Gilbert, confirmed that all appeals by XXXX League clubs 
(including the Gold Coast, Pine Rivers and Mitchelton) against the format of the proposed 
Premier League have been rejected “.../argely for financial reasons....". The Gold Coasts 
much-vaunted proposal which included corporate boxes and substantial sponsorship was a 
concept requiring further elaboration. 

A major source of dissatisfaction amongst the clubs has been the presumption that the 
Premier Leagues’ first division of eight clubs is to be fixed for three years, free of relegation. 
Yet according to Mr. Gilbert, this is simply a misconception. 

“The board shail re-assess the new League at the end of the 1997 season, in regard to 
whether the clubs are fulfilling the entry requirements....Every club has the right to re-apply 
for the Premier League at the end of the season....”. 

Such sentiments are encouraging news for those disappointed clubs and indicate that the 
quality of the XXXX Premier League shall be under constant inspection, both from the QSF 
and from rival clubs. Increasing the standard of the local league can only enhance the 
Brisbane Strikers prospects of winning the first Queensland national championship, with 
some nine players out of the first team ‘home-grown’. 


Finally, the QSF has welcomed the decision by the Sydney Olympic Games Organising 
Committee to award Olympics football matches to Brisbane’s Suncorp Stadium. The 
stadium will be boosted to 50,000 seating capacity with a grant from the State Government, 
and will host six group round matches and a quarter-final. In view of the 19,000 attendance 
for the 1993 World Youth Cup semi-final match against Uruguay, the QSF intends to lobby 
strongly for the right to host an Olympic semi-final. 


4996 has been a successful year for football in Queensland, with the new year 
promising an elite Premier League for the Queensland clubs, and Farina, predicting 
the Grand final five months away, bets a Brisbane/Sydney United clash would not 
seem to be too far off target. 


Programmes In Review 





Its been a good month for new 
programmes. So good in fact that it will take a 
while to get through them all. Thank you to all 
the Clubs that have sent in so far - keep 
sending as this will help us gauge the 
standards throughout the season rather than via 
a single issue. 

George Kaye has been a regular lender 
of programmes to the cause and he has 
provided the first two for this months review. 
Firstly there is Canada v Australia. The WC 
Qualifier from Edmonton in 1993 and then an 
issue from Columbus Crew in the new Major 
League Soccer competition in the good old US 
of A. Finally we finish with a visit out West fo 
the Perth Glory. 

After experimenting with a 3 column 
format for presentation, | have reverted to the 2 
column page for easier reading following 
feedback from 2 number of readers, Also, it is 
good to see that our readers are observant and 
that they realise that it is our illustrious editor 
that places the wrong pictures of programmes 
in the wrong space with some reviews. | am 

ing to train him so be patient! 


Remember - Programmes for 
review are always welcome and they 


should be sent to the following 
address:- Ewen Anderson, PO Box 
5155, Alexandra Hills Qld 4161. 





Canada v Australia 
Saturday 31st July 1993 
Commonwealth Stadium, Edmonton 
(World Cup Qualifier} 

32 Pages (21 pp ads) 

Size 214mm x 279mm 


It's not easy getting hold of copies of 
Programmes involving Australia when 
overseas, so this contribution comes 
under the ‘tittle gem’ category. The result 
of this tie led Australia to a clash with 
Argentina, the Buenos Aires teg of which 
did not produce a programme to the best 
of my knowledge. Unfortunately, there 
was to be no fairy tale trip to USA 94 
unless you wanted to sit on top of a 
warehouse roof with Les and Johnny 
trying to look suave as the wind played 
havoc with the your make up! 


This game will best be remembered for 
the Zabica send off and the number of 


chances missed by the Australian's which 
led to a 1-2 deficit to bring back home. 
The programme isn’t that great in that it is 
dominated by adverts - but then it is an 
improvement on the only previous 
Canadian Intemational programme I've 
seen v Scotland from the 1980s. 


Cover - Clearly gives the match details. 
Lacks any real imagination in it's 
presentation. Is B & W with some spot 
red. 3 - A welcome from the Canadian 
Soccer Assoc. President and the Mayor of 
Edmonton. 9 - Player profiles of 6 
Canadians. 114 - 6 more profiles. 13 - And 
another six!. 15 - Encore! 16 - The 
“Rosters” for both teams. (Indicative of the 
state of North American Soccer at the 
time, is that 8 of the 23 Canadian players 
came from Vancouver 86ers whilst 
“Unattached” with 3 is the next highest 
*club*.) 19 - Profiles on the Canadian back 
room staff. 21 - The Evolution of the 
World Cup. A brief but interesting article. 
23 - Canada’s (very) brief WC record. 
This was their 21st home game and the 
first staged in a Prairie Province! At the 
time of writing Argentina were expected to 
win their qualifying group. How things 
changed! + photo. 24 - All the volunteers 
who helped with the game. 


All the other pages are ads. As you can 
see, virtually nothing on Australia other 
than the roster line up. 


— aes, 


——Wonip Cun 
QUALIFYING SOCCER 





Commonwealth Stadium 
Edmonton, Alberta 
Saturday, Juty 3tst, 1993 


Official Souvenir Pragramme 


Canada v Australia 





Columbus Crew 
v San Jose Clash - 2tst July 25th 1996 
v Tampa Bay Mutiny - 25th July 1996 
v Dallas Burn - 31st July 1996 
{Eastern Conference) 
Ohio Stadium 
68 Pages (39.5 pp ads} 
Size 258mm x 330mm 


This is a very large programme & although it 
is top heavy with ads, there are still a fair few 
articles to read. This issue covers three home 
games which seems to be the norm with club 
issues from the new competition. The amount 
of information that is contained in the 
programme is enough to generate an article in 
its own right on how the Americans are coping 
with their new national competition & a picture 
of this programme will be held over until then. 
One thing for sure about this programme (and 
other MLS issues) is that there is a wide 
variety of interesting information to read. The 
programme is entitled ‘Freekick’ as are all 
other club issues & is distributed free, courtesy 
of The Crew & a sponsor. 


Cover - Shows the opponents with a picture of 
a home player. 3 - Two sets of contents. One 
is Crew driven and the other is MLS driven. 6 - 
Welcome (in English & Spanish) by the MLS 
Commissioner. 11 - An article from the coach, 
12 - The MLS Club Directory. 14 - Photos of 
The Crew players. 16 - How players celebrate 
a goal. 19 - A review of the First MLS All-Star 
game. 20 & 22 - Feature on Midfielder Billy 
Thompson, 21 - Details of radio broadcasts of 
The Crew's H & A games. 24 - Explaining 
strategies & The games rules. 27 - Photo 
action. 29 - The Crew's Uni graduates. 32 - 
The 1996 schedule (includes when the game 
will be on live TV). 34/5 - The home roster + 
the visitors rosters (x 3) with ‘what to watch 
for’... 37 - Typically in depth stats from 
Americans. 40 & 42 - The US Olympic team’s 
future. 45 & 47 - The fast line of Defense (sic) 
- about goalies. 51 - The Wrecking Crew. A 
vocal section of the support base similar to 
The Brisbane Strike Squad. 52 - Women’s 
Olympic Soccer. 55 - Player Profile. 57 - How 
the MLS is promoting itself through Toys & 
Video Games. 59 - Soccer Terms. Trying to 
educate the spectator, 63 - The Anterior 
Cruciate Ligament. More education about 
which bits go wrong. 66 - The entire MLS 
schedule with results and attendance’s to 
date. 


There is so much in this one issue alone that 
we here in Australia could fearn about how to 
market the game. When the Americans do 
something, they do it right, they do it BIG and 
they usually succeed. 





Perth Glory v Wollongong Wolves 
Saturday 14th December 1996 
Perth Oval, Perth 
24 Pages (10.5 pp ads) 

Size 148 mm x 210mm 


The cover of the Perth Glory programme 
would have to be the most colourful yet 
produced by any Ericsson Cup Ctub, Whilst 
the inside reverts to B & W, the initial impact 
of the full colour cover is very effective. 


Sy 
“1 SOUVENIR MATCH 
(ei “PROGRAMME 


Perth Glory v Wollongong Wolves 


Cover - Match details clearly shown. 2 - Ad. 3 
- Message from Chairman Nick Tana. 4 - Ad. 
5 - “Keep up the good work” from Gary 
Marocchi. 6 - Glory Gossip + ad. 7 - Ads. 8 - 
Supporters Club News + ad. 9 - Ad. 10 - 
Today's Visitors + Face in the Crowd comp. 
11 - From the Touchline with Bob Figg. A 
different view on the Simunic affair. 12/13 - 
Photo of Glory players applauding the huge 
bank of supports at the Perth Oval. 14 - Glory 
Summer Soccer Camp + ad. 15 - Match 
reports on the wins over Adelaide City & 
Brisbane Strikers. 16/7 - Famous Clubs. 
Newcastle United + ads, 18 - League Table + 
ad, 19 - Glorious Merchandise + ad. 20 - 
Player Profile + ad. 21 - Ad. 22 - Remaining 
fixtures + ad. 23 - Ad. 24 - Squads + sponsors 
logos. 


There is not too much wrong with this issue. 
Other copies to hand show that there is a 
consistent level of production. The articles, 
although not long, are interesting and the 
layout is pleasing on the eye. Certainly Perth's 
on field exploits are being matched by their off 
field efforts at this stage. 
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“All Ericsson Cup clubs shall be required to remove aif symbofs of European 
nationalism from club logos, playing strips, club flags, stadium names and 
letterheads”. 


The above as we all know was Soccer Australia's edict to all clubs as part of their effort to 
broaden their supporter bases and make people from all backgrounds feel welcome to 
Ericsson Cup stadiums. We will let the readers take away what they want from this. 

But this is the current situation in Melbourne as observed by Studs Up. 


Melbourne Knights Soccer Club: Have removed (painted white) their old stadium entrance 
sign which read in both English and Croatian "Welcome to the Croatian Sports Centre”. 
Now a massive new sign on the side of the grandstand with the club's new logo reads 
“Welcome to Knights Stadium." They have removed a Croatian flag which was painted onto 
the main grandstand. However a Croatian flag flies high above the stadium opposite the 
main grandstand. Upon entering the ground the first building a patron sees is the 
"Melboume Croatia Social Club" as the sign reads. A merchandise stall sells Melbourne 
Knights souvenirs along with Croatian magazines, videos etc. 


South Melbourne Lakers Soccer Club: Greek Fiag still flies above the main grandstand 
roof. Old club emblem (Greek ensign) flys above the stadium on the new flagpoles erected 
(next to an Australian flag and a Lakers flag). Stadium entrance displays the old club logo. 
They still have S.M.H written on the seats of the main grandstand at Bob Jane Stadium 
(Soccer Australia requested this to be removed in 1995!). Have changed the name of their 
social club from the "Champions Sports Bar" to "Club Hellas" (pressure from older members), 
although the inside still resembles a ‘Sports Bar’. However, the club (fo its credit) has 
adopted the most radical new logo of all the so called - “ethnic” clubs. 


Collingwood: Surprised to see them listed here? You obviously haven't been to Vic Park 
over the past month or so! But seriously, is there any need for people to hand out pamphlets 
- in Greek - advertising Greek newspapers? There are already sufficient ad boards around 
the touchline, surely. 


We encourage readers to send in their thoughts and tell us what they think the clubs 
affected by the Soccer Australia edict have done. We would also like to hear SocAus’ 
assessment of the current situation. Have the clubs affected either:- 

a) Changed and embraced the entire community doing ALL they can to make all patrons 
welcome, and broaden their supporter appeal for the region they represent. 

OR 

b) Made purely cosmetic changes and nothing more. 


Nobody's perfect, not even the ‘local’ coaches.... 

Just when Les & Co were busy telling us that local coaches were just as good as their 
foreign counterparts, Zoran Matic and David Ratcliffe go and blow it. Matic's decision to play 
Ukrainian Alex Pryhodko and ex-Wollongong City defender Dejan Kaplanovic in 
Collingberg's match at top-of-the-table Sydney United raised several eyebrows. 

Both started in defence despite Matic never having seen either play a competitive game. The 
result was predictable enough, with Collingwood sliding to a 7-0 defeat. At least Matic was 
honest enough to admit to his seriour error of judgement, most coaches would have blamed 

everyone and anyone from the flight/weather/pitch/refereeing/daylight saving rather than 
themselves, 
On the same day, David Ratcliffe curiously withdrew Peter Tsekenis from midfield to man- 
mark South Melboume’s Paul Trimboli. The space afforded to the Lakers midfielders - 
precisely because of Tsekenis wasn't there to compete with them - actively led to UTS 
Olympic suffering a heavy 4-1 defeat. 








Let the boy play senior soccer - PLEASE! 
Twelve months ago he was one the hottest young properties in the world, having just 
picked up the top scorers award at the World U-17 Championships in Ecuador. 

He followed up that effort with a stunning goal against West Adelaide in the first Ericsson 
Cup match at Bob Jane Stadium. He is still scoring regularly, but in South Melbourne's 
youth team. The young man were are referring to is, of course, Daniel Allsopp. 

Last season you never saw him without a smile on his face, often sitting in the stands with 
his girlfriend after the youth game, happily cheering on the ‘ones’. Eartier this season, it 
was a different story, trudging through the social club after scoring a couple more in the 
curtain-raiser, wondering where his next senior game was coming from. The arrival of 
Warren Spink pre-season couldn't have done his confidence much goad and the retum of 
Ivan Keli¢ must have been the last straw, particularly as Michael Curcija - another excellent 
young prospect - was always preferred when a vacancy on the bench was available. 

It appeared the Knights may come to his rescue after they'd heard how unsettled he'd 
become, but Angie Postecoglou said young Dan was still a required player. 

Since then Allsopp has seen more of the bench than the ball. One day we'll work out why 
our best young players go overseas... 


Saturday Night Fever 
South Melboume broke from Melbourne soccer tradition recently by playing its fixture 
with Perth Glory on a Saturday night. Sunday arvo has always been the traditional time for 
Lakers home matches but Saturday night soccer surely deserves a chance. 
Kick-off was put back to 8pm allowing fans ample time to enjoy their Saturday afternoon 
before trekking out to the BJS, and the club were delighted with the attendance of nearly 
eight thousand after expecting about three thousand less. 

A week later Perth Glory attracted the largest attendance of the season (nearly 15,000) 
in their Saturday home match against the Knights. Saturday nights allow fans to enjoy an 
after match drink in the bar without having to worry about work/school/dole office. Provided 
Melboume’s 'summer weather holds out, Saturday night seems ideal for summer soccer. 


Defections are a two-way street 


Another rumour has reached the ears of SU concerning a certain Portsmouth player 
who, realising he'll never play for England, has decided to make himself available for the 
Socceroos. We wonder how many other English players will check on their ancestry.... 


Another Oceanic qualifying tournament... 


...And another victory for Australia! This time in the World Youth Cup qualifiers where 
Australia defeated (surprise, surprise) New Zealand 2-1 in the final in Tahiti. Results and 
scorers follow, and if we ever find out the line-ups we'll be sure to print them. 
Perhaps next month? 


Under 20 Oceania Qualifying Tournament (in Tahiti) 


Jan4 Grp Fiji 10-0 Curcija (4), Salapasidis (3), Wehrmann, 
Garcia, Neill 
Jané Grp New Zealand 3-0 Wehrmann (2), Salapasidis 
Jan8 Grp = Tahiti 10-0 Zane 6, 48, 76, Garcia 40, 54, 74, Salapasidis 20, 


Damianos 31, Blatsis 38, Colosimo 69 
Jan10Final New Zealand 2-1 Neill 5, Curcija 20pen 
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Int ernet News. from Greg Stock 


From the general anarchy that is the world-wide web a number of new Australian sites 
have popped up that | thought | might review this week. Ericsson Cup newboys the Glory 
and the Warriors have both got ‘unofficial’ sites while a UTS Olympic fan has also come up 
with his own site. There are also a couple of interesting womens soccer sites that are also 
worth keeping track of. 


COLLINGWOOD WARRIORS Address - http:/[people.enternet.com.au/~chrisp/ 

Chris and John Petrakis are the architects of the site and provide the Warriors fan with all 
they need to know. There are some short player profiles, news updated weekly, a fixture list 
and match statistics as well as match reports and a fans forum. Still in its infancy the site will 
definately get bigger and stronger and well worth a visit. 


JOHN KELLETT’S UNOFFICIAL PERTH GLORY PAGE 
Address - http://Awww.omen.com.au/~kellettglory.htmi 

Still very much under contruction the site provides the Perth Glory fans somewhere to 
visit. So far there is a squad listing and some interesting graphics to look at. John’s is 
another site will only get bigger and stronger with time but it will be interesting to visit and 
keep tabs on as the site develops in the years to come, 


COSTA'S ERICSSON CUP PAGE Address - http:/fwww.usyd.edu.au/~cbk 

Costa has decided to provide a results service for this years Ericsson Cup that is 
obtainable through the above address. The match results are updated each Sunday night 
and available for consumption. This site is linked in with his UTS Olympic homepage. 


COSTA’S UTS OLYMPIC HOMEPAGE 
Address - http://www. ysyd.edu.au/!cboutsik/olympic.html 

Costa is a busy man and again he provides the Olympic fans with a site to visit. Costa's 
site provides an Olympic squad listing, fixture list, statistics on this and last season and 
general information about the club. The lack of graphics on the site are more than made up 
for by the information provided by Cosia. 


STOP PRESS !! - WOLLONGONG WOLVES SITE 

In ABSW dated Dec 24 there was a mention of a Wollongong Wolves Soccer Club site 
that has just been launched. At the time of writing the Wollongong club were unavailable for 
comment and searching for this site had proved unsuccessful. | hope to get a hold of the 
URL in time for the next SU. 


ADDRESS UPDATES 

A number of subscribers have been concemed ata couple of incorrect addresses for the 
two South Melboure sites provided in these pages in SU18. These are: 
Damian Smith's South Melboume site - http:/www.ozemail.com.au/~dtsbaby/welcome.html 
Darren and Pauls other South Melboume site - http://www. minyos.its.rmit.EDU.AU/~dbonnici/ 


SOCCER AUSTRALIA SITE NEWS 

Sorry, still nothing concrete to report. There was a rumour going around that the 
Microsoft/SocAus web site would be up and running by Christmas but here we are into the 
new year and still nothing. Still, | will keep you all updated as any firm news comes to hand. 


MAILING LIST 

As mentioned previously the Oz Soccer mailing list is up and running and generating 
quite a deal of interest. So far the number of mailings per day has increased to around 20 or 
30 or so, to place it on par with some of the larger lists from Europe. This is great news 
considering it has only been up and running a matter of weeks but great for alt of us 
Australian fans to find out just what is happening around the country. 
To subscribe just email majordomo@thehub.com.au with the message text as; 
subscribe ozsoccer-1 with nothing in the subject banner. You will then be automatically 
added to the list and be in touch with a large number of Oz soccer supporters world wide. 





INTERNET RELAY CHATTING 


A number of the mailing list are also getting together quite regularly on a Sunday night for 
what is known as an IRC chat. If you are not quite familiar with type of computer ‘lingo’ | 
would suggest you get a copy of one of the more reputable internet magazines like Internet 
Australasia and they will be able to tell you exactly what you need to do to get the software 
required to get involved in the communication medium. For the rest of us with software like 
Homer you can enjoy the stimulating chat that is channel! #ozsoccer on Sunday nights from 
around 10:00pm (ESST). The best server to use is irc.mpx.com.au ; 

Most participants are eager to share the weekends results as well as their thoughts on a 
whole raft of Australian soccer issues. This is definately worth the effort to get to of a 
Sunday night. 


Remember! If you have any sites you would like reviewed or news on Australian soccer on 
the Net don't hesitate to drop me a line at my new email address <sunny@spin.net.au> or by 
snail mail to 54 Girraween Ave, Como West NSW 2226 


News from the Capital - from Nick Guoth 


This last month or so has seen some great events happen in Canberra. Not only have 
the Cosmos won their first game, but new stadiums are about to be built. 

With the acceptance of Canberra as one of the venues for Olympic Games group 
matches, the ACT Government have agreed to put in $27 million to remodel! Bruce Stadium 
so that it will be rectangular in shape and be able to seat around 25,000 orso. Building will 
start during the upcoming winter. There is no known date of completion. ; 

Over a decade ago, the Belconnen club made a bid to have their own sporting complex. 
Plans were made up to include a 10-15,000 seat stadium, clubhouse, indoor facilities, two 
training pitches, squash, tennis, and a min golf course. All this in the suburb of McKellar. ; 
The plan was finally put as a submission fate in 1995 and all were given a year to make their 
voice heard. Without much objection, the plan was finally accepted with only a minor 
amendment. 

{tis hoped that the first stage of the complex will be completed by October next year. 
Whether this will mean that the Canberra Cosmos can play there next season is unknown. 
There is also a small problem about a few residents who, having missed the boat earlier, 
want to lodge their protests through the courts. Basically, they have no chance. 


Regards the Cosmos, we have seen a few more acquisitions just recently, Ante Juric and 
Ricardo Morono have joined the team to help boost the defence and the midfield. The team 
has seen off and on players either injured or representing their country in internationals. 

Marko Perinovic made his retum from injury before Christmas, only to be sent off in ‘that 
game’ against Brisbane. Paul Wade is still out with a severe pinched nerve in his neck and 
Vince Grella hasn't yet recovered from the broken cheek bone he received from a teammate 
in South Africa. With Danny Milosevic, Michael Garcia and Peter Buljan all away in Tahiti, 
the tearn has been left a little sparse. 


Meanwhile in the coaching area, the Cosmos have terminated the services of their two ; 
assistant coaches, Steve Bryant and Jan Heywood, and their marketing manager. The main 
reason for this was the cost. With this, the ACT Soccer Federation have donated the 
services of Walter Valeri as an assistant coach. ; 

As was mentioned above, the Cosmos scored their first win just recently in the home 
game against South Melboume. This was the 13th game for Canberra this season, matching 
a record held by Mooroolbark for the longest winless streak at the beginning of a season. 
The win was due to a bit of luck, but this has been what the team has lacked in a number of 
games this season. 
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Did that REALLY happen? 


NOVEMBER 

18 - Ex-Adelaide City legend Sergio Melita is appointed coach of their State League team 
with Pau! Shillabeer assisting him. 

19 - Basil Scarcella is appointed as SocAus rep on the Oceania Confederation Committee 
after David Hill resigns his position. 

21 - SA Premier League clubs Salisbury Apaches and Para Hilis Knights put merger talks 
on hold for a month. 

20 - Latest update on the super Italian merger in Melooume sees Thomastown split with 
the old Brunswick Juventus (they merged last year!) and become the Thomastown Devils 
while Juve hooks up with Bulleen and Box Hill to form the Bulleen Zebras. Yep, they'll play 
in black and white stripes. The VSF subsequently tells Bulleen the Zebras nickname is 
inappropriate as Thomastown still hold on to the name, and the Premier League already 
has two Sets of Warriors and had two sets of Lions (until Bulleen rang Brunswick...) 

22 - Collingwood Football Club announces a preliminary loss of $477,000. 

25 - Ad City ‘keeper Jason Petkovic has become the target of Portugese 1st division side 
Boavista. Former Sharks captain Raymond Blair gets the senior coaching job at State 
League Plympton. 

26- Various SA soccer clubs have their bid to revert back to their origina! ethnic names 
turned down after failing to get the 75% majority needed at the council of clubs meeting. 
New SA soccer commissioners are Arthur DeFede and Tony Henshaw joining Gerry Varley, 
Ted luliano, Nick Runjajic, Les Avory and Orazio Di Carlo. SocAus bestows player life 
memberships td Socceroos Milan Ivanovic, Alex Tobin and former ‘roo David Mitchell along 
with Amateur League President lan Gossland. Fran Christensen was accorded meritorious 
service award. 

27 - The Melboume Knights’ search for replacement strikers continues with the name of 
Brian Bothwell (currently with Brunei) cropping up... 

28 - Ex-NSL player Michael Michalakopoulos joins 1996 Victorian premiers Altona Magic. 


DECEMBER 

3 - Vic Premier League club Fawkner reappoints coach Bobby McLachlan. Meanwhile, 
Springvale City must pay sacked coach Gus MacLeod $10,000 after being found guilty of 
unfair dismissal. Macleod is now coach at Albion, who may be known as the Melton Reds 
next season. 

5 - Nominations close for chairman of the VSF, and it's down to four. Henry Siwka, Joe 
Cansso, Joe Brondolino and Jack Reilly, who says he is prepared to resign from the Carlton 
board if elected!!! 

6 - SA soccer has elected a new chairman, Les Avory and new Vice-Chairman, Tony 
Henshaw and the sudden resignation of commissioners Ted luliano and Gerry Varley. 

7 -. Trouble brewing at the Sharks where Cyrille Ndongo-Keller, despite being given the all 
clear by the medicos refuses to play until he thinks he's ready... 

8 - The critics are out in force as Collingberg crash 0-7 at Sydney United. !t is Zoran 
Matic's biggest defeat as coach of a national league club. Their hopes of strengthening 
their defence are dented with Mehmet Durakovic's decision not to join the club. Jeff 
Kennett backs Jack Reilly's bid the the VSF Chairman's position. 

9 - Milan Opacic is appointed as the new coach of SAPL club White City Woodville. 

10 - The Australian Soccer Players’ Commission holds its first formal meeting. 

Mario Boffa takes the reigns of SA Premier League club Campbelitown City Red Devils 
after the sacking of incumbent Rocky Aloisi because he didn't want to share selection 
duties with a panel along the lines of the "90's consensus approach". 

In Victoria, more coaching appointments with Mike Urukalo taking over the newly merged 
Bulleen Zebras, and Maurice Raponi set to guide Thomastown through next season. 





11 - The saddest story of the year perhaps, with news that former Australian Socceroo 
captain Johnny Warren has experienced various forms of harrassment and property 
damage. We can only prey the police find the bastards and Jet the media take over... 
Knights coach lan Dobson finally loses patience with John Markovski and tells him he'll stay 
in the youth team until "his attitude has changed". John Perin is the latest to throw his hat 
into the Carlton coaching ring. 

42 - And the winner is.... Joe Brondolino (see Dec 5). Others elected: Vasco Stojcevski, 
Manny Galanos, Jason Hoar (all for two years), Phil Randall, Sam David and Tony 
Dunkerley (all one year). Collingwood marketing manager John Mallinder resigns. 

15 - Crystal Palace's Kevin Muscat gets himself sent off in the 1-1 draw with Norwich. 

17 - More defensive woes for Collingwood with John Waddell leaving the club. He is 
expected to line up for Green Gully in the VPL, but may consider A-League offers. 

18 - David Hill is appointed to FIFA’s Olympic Football Toumament Bureau. 

19 - The Great Knights Striker Search leads to Bob Jane Stadium, but Souths are unwilling 
to release Daniel Allsopp. 

20 - SocAus announces the names of the 22 players selected in the OWSS squad. 

"The squad has been selected by Terry Venables after exhaustive video assessments and 
extensive consultations with Assistant Coach Rauf Blanco. Venables said he has relied 
heavily on the advice of Blanco and has also had a number of discussions with Eddie 
Thomson...” 

The idea of a New Zealand team in the Ericsson Cup gathers momentum with positive 
noises from Soccer NZ about a $1 million plus bid. 

21 - South Melbourne suddenly find themselves in fourth place after beating Perth 1-0. 

22 - Shaun Murphy is set to leave Notts County, but will he be heading for West Bromwich 
Albion or Southampton? 

23 - The postponed Collingwood v UTS Olympic match from round three finally takes place 
on a Monday night in front of about 15,000 LESS fans than it would have had it been 
played on the original date. 

24 - Add Cyrille Ndongo-Keller to the list of strikers attracting interest from the Knights. 

28 - The South Melboume bubble bursts with a 0-1 loss at cellar-dwetlers Canberra. 

But Perth Glory fans have the most to celebrate as over 14,000 of ‘em witness a last-gasp 
victory after blowing a two-goal lead, having a man sent off and then having their 
concentration disrupted by a couple of streakers! 


JANUARY 

4 - Peter Desira reports that Frank Arok has recommended Eddie Krncevic for the Carlton 
coaching position! 

2 - China emerges as the next possible importer of Australian players after Alex Duric 
attracts the attention of multiple clubs while on trial at Guangzhou. 

3 - Joe Palatsides could be on the move from Kalamaria to PAOK Salonika. 

5 - South Melboume take on Collingberg in the latest chapter of Melboume's traditional 
Greek derby with the Blues taking the honours 4-0. Three thousand tickets were pre-Sold, 
But the interesting observation in the social club after the game is the sight of well-dressed 
Chinese player agents - complete with mobile phones - questioning fans on the relative 
merits of certain South Melbourne players. Yep, Trimboli and Allsopp included... 

12 - The Ericsson Cup shuts down for three weeks just as it was getting into full swing. 
Sydney United and Brisbane Strikers draw over 10,000 fans to Parramatta Stadium while a 
massive 17,000+ crowd at Perth Oval sees the Giory held to a 1-1 draw by Marconi. 


The top six after 14 rounds..... 
Sydney Utd 32, Brisbane 29, Wollongong 24, Perth 23, Sth Melb 22, Ad City 21 
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Last year's proposed state-of-origin series never quite got off the ground, with the 
administrators preferring the Travellers/True Blues idea. Maybe this year will see In the decades to come, it was the much sought-after prize, the tangible proof that a state 


‘ 2 : had the right to cail itseif the best in the land. Four teams took part in the first interstate 
the resurrection of one of Australia's most successful representative concepts? competition played in 1928. Appropriately enough, seeing it was donated by the Football 


John Punshon looks at the history of state-of-origin soccer in Australia. Association, the Trophy was played for on a knock-out basis. Victoria won the match in 
Melboume 3-1, with Percy Lewish scoring a double, to become the first holders of the BFA 
Trophy. ; 


ORIGIN OF THE SPECIE S In 1932, in a move familiar to followers of the NSL, the formula was changed. 


The Interstate Camivai, as it was known, was played in NSW. Five states took part - WA 
being the only state unable to accept the invitation of the organisers. A league system was 


It may not have been called a State-of-Origin series way back then, but it's well used, each state playing the others once, with a deciding final between the top two teams. 
over a hundred years since the first inter-colonial match and nearly 70 years since Six matches in the round-robin stage were played in Sydney and four in Newcastle. 
the first competition involving more than two states. In fact the idea of matches The home state dominated proceedings, scoring 31 goals and conceding only 2. 
between the states is almost as old as the game itself in Australia. - Needless to say, it won all of its matches. Hardly surprising when you consider that nearly all 

. of its fourteen man squad had played for, or went on to play for, the national team. 

The earliest recorded Oz soccer match was played between The Kings School and the NSW captain, George Smith, notched twelve goals, while team-mates Alf Quill and Billy 
Wanderers on Parramatta Common on August 14, 1880. The Wanderers did more than Price added another eleven between them. There were some huge Scorelines during the 
meander around the pitch that day, giving the School a 5-0 footbail lesson. toumaments. NSW trounced Queensiand 9-1, who then battered Tasmania 9-2. 

Almost three years later to the day, on August 16, 1883, the enterprising young Victoria went down 0-7 to NSW before inflicting the same score on Tasmania. NSW and SA 
Association footballers of the colonies of Victoria and New South Wales pitted their skills was played at the Sydney Cricket Ground. SA had got off lightly in the early encounter, 
against each other at the East Melboume Cricket Ground. Unfortunately the sacred turf was losing 1-4. They weren't quite so lucky in the final as Smith scored 5, leading NSW to a 6-1 
built on years ago, and there will probably never be a plaque to mark the spot, but the victory in front of 5,000 spectators. 
ground was on the comer of Wellington Parade South and Jolimont Road, East Melbourne, Final placings in the tournament were: 

a Mark Bosnich goal kick from the Fitzroy Gardens. About 200 people watched the 2-2 , NSW - 1; SA - 2; Victoria - 3; Queensiand - 4; and Tasmanfa -5. 

draw. For the record, the line-ups were as follows - 

Victoria: Keefe; C. Kier (c), McLaren; Law, McCauslan, Almond; Ware, Spence, Teare, The Trophy was up for grabs again in 1936. As part of its centenary celebrations, SA 
Riddell and Laird. staged a soccer camival involving themselves, NSW and Victoria. Also at stake was a 
NSW: Higgins; Ellis, Dodd: Sawyer, Major, J. McQueen; Kerr, Tyrer, Alcock, Eaves (c) and special Centenary Cup. All matches were played at Hindmarsh Oval (obviously before it 
Richardson. grew up into a stadium). The three matches played in the tournament showed that, if 


anything, NSW was even stronger than in 1932. After slaughtering Victoria 10-0, it then 
went on to thump SA 6-0 and take the prizes. Top scorer for the tournament was NSW 
centre-forward, J. Brown, with six goals. Thompson scored five in SA’s 9-1 drubbing of 
Victoria. Gluttons for punishment, the Vics also faced up to the SA second Xl and copped 
another hiding, 7-3. 


Perhpas you have an ancestor there! Riddell and Teare scored for the Vics, Kerr and 
Eaves for the visitors. Two days later the same teams were at it again, this time for a 0-0 
daraw on the South Melboume Cricket Ground, which of course nowadays has the Bob Jane 
Stadium sitting on top of it. 


New South Wales and Victoria met once or twice each year from 1883 - 1888, playing 8 
matches in all. Victoria narrowly took the honours with 3 wins, 3 draws and two losses. 
It was to be 25 years before the two played each other again. In the meantime the 
remaining colonies or states (depending on the year) began fielding representative teams. : 
Queensland were first into action drawing 1-1 and winning 1-0 over NSW in Sydney in 1890. Rounds one and three were played at Toorak Park, with Round 2 at Olympic Park, 
op SA hosted WA in Adelaide in 1905 for a 5-1 win and a 4-4 draw. Tasmania got in on the act The Vics swept all before them, knocking off Queensland 6-2 and SA 2-0 before facing 


World War i! and its aftermath meant that there were no more interstate camivals until 
1952. This time Victoria was the host and managed to repair its dented pride. Tasmania 
and WA were the only absentees in this toumament squeezed into three days - 7-9 June. 


in 1911, going down 3-5 to NSW in Hobart. eet athe He pitch in the final match. NSW had previously downed SA 6-1 and 
Patches belwees! NSW and Quecnsiand Were Played asst every yee jon 1912 The final game was not without incident. There were two penalties in the first half. Reg 
Date gave NSW the lead from the spot in the 35th minute and a minute later the Biues 
keeper Bill Mahoney saved Steve Zakomorak's attempt to equalise. Victoria did get back on 
even terms on the stroke of half time, through Lachmann. After the break Bob Zablocki and 
Vlado Caldarevic put the issue beyond doubt for Victoria. 
Towards the end of the match Victorian defender Sergei Bassi threw a handful of mud in 


onward. Other states, particularly WA and Tasmania, played less frequently. The games 
provided the states with a handy guide to the standard of its own local competition. 

The matches were often part of a tour, For example, between June 2 and June 9, 1923, 
Victoria played Newcastle at Hamilton; New South Wales at Wentworth Oval; Maitland at 
Jurri Kurri and South Coast at Woonoona. !t tumed out to be a long week, and the Vics got 


the message loud and clear that the game in NSW was superior to their own. They were the fa . 
; A ce of Frank Parsons who then threw a haymake at Bassi by way of thanks. Parsons 

thrashed in every match - 0-3 by Newcastle, 1-5 by NSW, 0-6 by Maitland and 0-4 by South was ordered off, spectators swarmed onto the pitch and the police had to be called in to 

Coast. And just to rub it in, the solitary goal came from a penalty. restore calm. When the mud had settled Victoria had taken the Trophy, with NSW second, 


ueensiand third and SA fourth. 
Following the visit of an English FA team in 1925, the Football Association donated a paueen 


silver trophy valued at 250 guineas for competition between the states. The trophy 
represented a player throwing the ball in, with the British and Oz coats-of-arms on either 
side. It was generally referred to as the BFA (British Football Association) Trophy. 


As if to make up for lost time, another interstate camival was played two years later, in 
1954, in Adelaide. This time all six states took part in a demanding schedule that saw the 
teams play five games in six days. NSW was warm favourite to wrest the Trophy from 
Victoria, but a favourable draw saw WA leading the competition after days two and three, 
having beaten SA, Queensland and Tassie. NSW and Victoria had played an exciting 2-2 
draw on day two, with Gottesman equalising for the Vics. after a goal mouth scramble in the 
88th minute. Day four was the day of reckoning! It was WA taking on NSW in a tense 
struggle at the BTM Oval, Kilburn. With only seconds remaining and the game seemingly 
heading for a nil-all draw, Charlie Stewart sent a cross which Sands managed to scramble 
over the line to give NSW the points. In the meantime Victoria were lucky to escape with a 
2-2 draw against lowly Tasmania. This left NSW with the relatively easy task of defeating SA 
on the final day to claim the Trophy. They did so emphatically, 6-1! WA met Victoria on the 
final day with second place at stake. A 2-2 draw made WA runners-up, with Victoria third, 
followed by Queensland, South Australia and Tasmania. Col Kitching of Queensland was 
top scorer with eight goals, followed by Tony Kitas (SA) on seven and Charlie Stewart with 
six. Trophies were presented to the best player in each team. The recipients were Charlie 
Stewart (N), Tom Jack (V), A. Harmsen (T), Ron Adair (W), Mario Busidont (S), with Col 
Kitching and Cliff Sander sharing the Queensland award. Harmsen was voted player of the 
carnival. 


In the six years between the Adelaide tournament and the next one, in Melbourne, the 
year 1960, a lot had happened off the pitch in Australian soccer. This was the period in 
which the old Associations gave way to the Federations that run the game today. As they 
had done last time an interstate toumament had been played in Melbourne, the Victorians 
won convincingly - all games - to finish on 6 points. NSW defeated SA and drew with 
Queensland to finish on 3 points, Queensland - 2 draws, finishing on 2 points while SA 
brought up the rear on the 1 point that it eamed for its 1-1 draw with Queensland. 

1962 saw the first interstate camival conducted by the ASF. Again there was a change of 
format, with a two-legged final being played after the four competing states; NSW., Qld, S.A. 
and Victoria, had met each other once. The games in the early round were played in various 
cities - Melbourne and Sydney hosted two matches, Adelaide and Brisbane one. 

The top two, NSW and Queensiand, met first in Brisbane, where the visitors won 3-1 and 
then in Sydney where NSW again won, this time 4-3, to take the honours. SA finished third 
with a win and a draw. A winless Victoria occupied the cellar. 


The last of the interstate camivals was a gargantuan affair, spread over two years, 1963- 
64, and involving seven participants, including Northem NSW. Once again NSW proved to 
be the top state, winning 5 of its 6 matches. SA, which regained some prestige by finishing 
third, beat them 3-2 in Adelaide. Victoria also won back some respect by finishing second. It 
lost away to NSW and Queensland, but had some respect by finishing second. It lost away 
to NSW and Queensland, but had comfortable wins against the other states. Queensland 
were fourth, Westem Australia finished fifth with two wins and a draw, while Northem NSW, 
with the same record but a poorer goal difference, were sixth. Tasmania propped up the 
table having secured just one point from a 0-0 draw with South Australia in Hobart. 


Interstate matches have continued in the three decades since the Jast camival. 
The rivalry between Queensland and NSW seems as keen as ever. Victoria and NSW, once 
fierce rivals in many sports, have apparently lost interest playing each other at soccer. 
The last game took place in 1980. Victoria and South Australia now play each other most 
years for the George Wallace Trophy. Tasmania and WA seem to be out in the cald. 
The advent of the National Soccer League and the inability of some states to put their best 
eleven on the park have no doubt taken the shine off interstate soccer. If the proposed 
state-of-origin series gets off the ground in 1997, and if the states field their very best, it 
might just restore some of the glitter. 


Dear Studs Up - ro Box 53,0akleigh South 3167 


Chris Kunz is concerned with the detorioration in player behaviour, and will 
get his next six SU's for nix just for putting his thoughts on paper. 


Dear SU, 

The recent agreement between the Players’ Union and Soccer Australia appears to 
have paved the way for increased remuneration and even eventual professionalism. All 
this is well and good if standards improve. By this | mean not only playing performance but 
behaviour as well. With the increased benefits should be an acceptance of a player's 
heightened responsibility as a public performer - players as selfish, arrogant, ill-disciplined 
untrustworthy and cheats. 


Harsh? Well, events in the last couple of months seem to indicate that is exactly what 
some are. Frank Farina has the gaul to claim he has been persecuted when Johnny 
Warren quite rightly highlighted his preparedness to, at best grossly exaggerate, but most 
likely cheat to gain advantage, What a great role model you are Frank! Anyone would 
think you didn't have the ability to play the game fairly and well, Such behaviour belongs in 
a children's pantomine not as an immature expression of an adult's desire to win at all 
costs. As someone who has followed your career after watching you from your debut with 
Canberra, you have lost me and thousands of other fair-minded fans. You have also, no 
doubt, severely embarrassed the many decent Brisbane supporters. Of course Frank isn't 
the only prima donna. Francis Awaritife is prepared to taunt others who are sent off and 
frequently spends more time talking than doing. 


Then there have been a number of deliberate handball incidents - such as Ross A\oisi 
handling the ball into the net, while Warren Spink may have handled the ball before scoring 
against the Knights. 

Then there is aggression. Bobby Despotovski's headbutt against the Knights last 
weekend was shown as part of a few highlights on the 7pm Sunday ABC News in at least 
NSW and the ACT. The next day (Monday) | rang the Perth Glory office, explained that | 
was a paid-up member of their Supporters Club (and a fan of Despotovski's play), but 
asked if they would be taking action against the player. | was told they hadn't seen the 
incident (though would have after the highlights show), but if they did take action everything 
would be “in-house” and nothing announced publicly. Great! So everyone now knows that 
what Despotovski did was wrong, but will believe that Perth condone that sort of behaviour 
because he will be seen to go unpunished. Watch the headbutt make an appearance at 
junior games next season. 


My team, the Canberra Cosmos, has the most pitiful record however. Teams like 
Brisbane and Sydney United can stand perfectly still for the national anthem - but the 
Cosmos - no way - in fact they have never done so. Invariably at least four players will be 
twisting, jumping up and down, bending down, shaking legs or trying to talk to the player 
next to them. So what does Mike Lyons or the Cosmos management do about this? 
Nothing! No wonder the team are bottom of the table, when even children in the crowd 
show greater discipline and self-control. Perhaps, if it was a different anthem Lyons would 
care more... 


All these incidents bring the game into disrepute and send the wrong message out to 
fans, who particularly if they are young, idolise and imitate the players. Such transgressions 
are not isolated - we all know that - they are symptomatic of a general malaise and 
acceptance of lower standards within the game (and society). Players lack self-discipline 
and most coaches lack the courage or will to insist on higher standards. Club officials are 
unwilling to take action - itis much easier to sit back in an executive box and pretend things 
never happened. 
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What is desperately needed is a Code of Conduct specifically ‘outlawing’ the incidents 
mentioned and others that impinge on the honesty, decency and discipline that should be 
associated with the game. It should be formulated by the Players’ Union and read and 
signed by all players and coaches. To ensure that the Code has teeth a three-person 
Standards Committee should be set up to review videos (all games are filmed) and 
determine punishment - fine and/r suspension - above and beyond what the referee might 
rule. 

Only then will we be able to once again cail this 'the beautiful game’, safe in the 
knowledge that future generations will imitate its skills, not its ugliness. 


Ed Note: Yep, player behaviour concerns us too, and we can't help recalling a piece 
from World Soccer (Oct '96), where a spokesman for the Chinese FA claimed 


"If we extend the number of teams (in the national league), more and more 
incompetent players will have the chance to enjoy high salaries and status”. 


Graeme McGinty (Berkshire, England) has an interesting story to tell about 
established clubs diversifying into other sports. 


Dear SU, 

1 try to keep in touch with Aussie soccer as much as I can and, as an ‘outsider’, | have 
noticed that there seems to be a worrying trend towards Aussie Rules clubs getting 
involved in soccer, however, most people seem to be missing an important point - what 
happens when Collingwood and Carlton, and similar future clubs, get fed up with soccer? 

| will detail a situation that occurred approximately ten years ago here in Britain which, 
although not exactly comparable as the two sports involved are not really competing with 
each other in the popularity stakes, could point to what may happen. 


Glasgow Rangers bought a very successful English basketball side, who at that time 
competed in the then British League (basketball was the boom sport in the mid-eighties), 
and moved them lock, stock and barrel to Scotland and changed their name to Glasgow 
Rangers. They played out of Scotland in that guise for a couple of seasons, still being the 
top side in the country and benefiting from Rangers backing, until that is Rangers decided 
that it wasn't making enough/any money for then and closed the team down. This 
contributed to the collapse of the British League and it reverted back to a ‘regional’ Engtish 
and Scottish League set-up soon after. There has not been a British League since and 
basketball went very much downhill in this country for the following 8-10 years (its now 
beginning to recover). 


My point is this, is it beneficial to anyone involved in soccer have a rival sport like Aussie 
Rules becoming involved in your own, surely Collingwood and Cariton are in it for their own 
interests. The argument that | hear to justify their inclusion, at the expense of established 
ethnic clubs, is that the ‘normal’ Australian won't go and watch any of the ethnic clubs as 
they may feel intimidated or can’t identify with any of the clubs concemed, therefore the 
game will never grow. 


Well, lets look at it another way. | would think that 95% of Melboume sports fans 
ardently support one Aussie Rules club or another, and lets say some of them fancy 
watching a few soccer games in their off season, surely the fans of clubs like North 
Melboume, Essendon, Richmond and St. Kilda are not going to watch, or identify with, 
Collingwood Warriors or Carlton, its like a Celtic fan going to watch the Rangers basketball 
team, it wouldn’t happen. So how can the game benefit by admitting Melboume Aussie 
Rules sides who can only attract a percentage of their own sports supporters, do they really 
want to see soccer overtake Aussie Rules in the popularity stakes? | think not. 
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Likewise, if as you say, some people have suggested, a Rugby League club like Manly 
gets involved, you won t have St. George, Parramatta & Cronulla fans rushing along to 
watch them. It's a bit like a NFL side encouraging the growth of soccer in the USA, it just 
wouldn't happen. : 


The other question this raises of course is that shouldn't Soccer Australia be 
encouraging teams from Darwin, Hobart & North Queensland into entering instead of more 
Melbourne clubs? ft even heard a bizarre story about inviting a New Zealand side into the 
competition, what would that achieve for Australian soccer? 

I agree wholeheartedly that something had to change in order for the “beautiful game" to 
grow in popularity in Australia, and there is still a long way to go, but should Mr. Hill really 
be going down this avenue in order to achieve his goal? 1 for one have my doubts. 

| wonder what the SU readers think? 


Peter Bayliss has some more comments on the Joe Simunic affair..... 


Dear SU, 

Ina democracy, each player has the right to choose which country he will represent. 
Many foreign bom players like Paul Wade have played for Australia. Overall, Australia has 
had a significant net gain in players playing for an adopted country. 

; Joe was educated in Australia at the expense of tax payers. Australia has a skilled 
migration pragram, which attracts peopie who have been educated in their country of 
origin. Therefore, Australia has a significant net gain in the payment for education. This 
criticism is not logical. 

The choice involves an opportunity to perform on the world stage. Australia will 
probably compete in the U20 and Olympic finals, whereas the chance of Croatia competing 
negligible. The reasons being a slightly easier draw and federal funding. Dual citizenship 
means that if he transfers to a Croatian team, then he wilt enjoy all the privileges of 
citizenship of Croatia. Whether he plays for Croatia or Australia will not effect his 
citizenship. : 

; A potential Croatian is worth more in the transfer market to Croatia than an Australian 
international. Therefore, Melboume Knights would gain a higher transfer fee. What effect 
would a transfer to the higher paid leagues in the European Common Market have? 
Papin since he will be regarded as a foreigner, whether he plays for Croatia or 

ustralia. 

The staternent about securing a high paid contract indicates that he is only playing for 
money. A coach wants a player, who plays hard when the going gets tough. A player, who 
only plays for the pocket is not worth as much as a player, who also plays with heart. 

is this a publicity disaster for Melbourne Knights? It appears that there is a team playing 
in the Australian national league, who is training players to play for a foreign country. 


... and some thoughts on the OWSS 


There are various advantages and disadvantages of this tournament, but let us look at 
the advantages. 
1 . The fans will be able to see the best players that participate in the Ericsson Cup on the 
field together. 
2. The exposure of these players to a wider audience will encourage more spectators to the 
Ericsson Cup. 
3. Australian based players will receive intemational caps. 
4. ae will tend to remain in Australia as this increases their chance of an international 
match. 
5. Since Australia will use a completely Australian based team in the World Cup for 
Niele pila the small island, it is important that they play together to develop 
leamwork, 
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6. The exposure of these players to the coach will give them the opportunity to impress the 
coach for his selection of the squad to go to the World Cup finals. 

7. Players flying east from Europe are exposed to a ten or eleven hour time change to 
Sydney. Even if a player avoids alcoho! and coffee, drinks lots of water, and does some 
exercise on the plane, east flying jet lag is severe. This means that a player will need 
about six days to overcome jet lag and another four days to get into mental condition to 
play a friendly. This is not likely. 


P.S. | think that 'Programme Review' has forced the clubs to improve their programmes. 
Now I suggest you ask Ewen Anderson to review the Ericsson Cup coverage in the varius 
newspapers and television. Maybe he will help force a better coverage, | would be willing 
to post him copies of Sydney newspapers. 


Ed: Yep, sounds pretty good to us. Can we set a date of Monday February 3 for 
everyone to scan the various newspapers and see what sort of attention the 
resumption of the Ericsson Cup attracted? Send your bitz to either Ewen or SU and 
weil take care of the rest... 


Next up is Tony Moran who has further comments on the Joe Simunic debate. 
Dear SU, 


Whilst not for one minute wanting to support Joe Simunic’s decision to represent Croatia 
before Australia, | would like to point out a few things that may support his choice of 
country. 

As a migrant to this country | had to make a similar decision as Joe a few years ago. 
When | decided to leave the U.K. for greener pastures | was tuming my back on a country 
that had given me a university education - almost all of it paid for by the state! | also turned 
my back on the company that had taken me off the dole, and given me a job in computers, 
and then spent jugs amounts of money and time training me for a career that they 
obviously had planned out for me. 

After four years and a number of small steps up the corporate ladder | decided that t 
didn't want all that and with much regret left not just the company, but the country as well. 
Apart from the four years service that they got out of me the company got no compensation 
when | left. The country that paid for almost all of my education also got nothing in retum. 


One day I'd like to retum, and give something back - but no-one is forcing me to do that. 
My story is not too dissimilar to that of Joe Simunic, or any employee for that matter, who 
takes a job only to accept all the training, and then move on to a better job, and wage 
elsewhere. We can only hope that one day Joe will also get pangs of guilt, and consider 
returning to give something back to the country that gave him his career start. 


While we've got a spare inch or two.... 
Thanks to all those readers who send us bits and pieces from various 
newspapers, magazines, transcriptions of interviews and so on. Naturally not all of 
the stuff ends up in 'Get the Book out!’ or 'Did that REALLY happen?’, but it helps us 
to piece together various jigsaws and answer questions when people ring up and 
ask "Whatever happened to/with/about...." 











Bullettim Board 


Once in a lifetime British soccer tour 


Kerry Phillips Great Events have put together a tour package for anyone who has 
ever dreamed of travelling to England and seeing behind the scenes at all the 
famous clubs. The 23 day tour takes in a heap of games, including England v- 
Georgia, Liverpool v Spurs, Celtic v Dundee, while the tour will also take you behind 
the scenes at Arsenal, Spurs, Everton, Liverpool, Man Utd, Celtic, Rangers, 
Newcastle, Leeds, Aston Villa, Sheff Wed, Chelsea and West Ham. 

The cost of the tour is A$6499 and includes all the usual accomodation, coach 
transfers, breakfast daily and so on. Corporate packages are also available for the 
FA Cup Final. 

For further details ring (049) 61 0800 or fax KPGE on (049) 61 0855. 


Carlton Soccer Club - Foundation Life Memberships Available 


Melbourne fans keen on supporting the newly formed Carlton Soccer Club will be 
interested to know there are still some FLM's available. This exclusive club will be 
restricted to just 1000 members and with over 400 already snapped up, time is 
running out. As previously reported in SU, life membership means just that, with 
free entry to all Carlton matches FOREVER! CSC will host New Year drinks for 
FLM on Monday February 17 at Optus Oval, in what is the first of many exclusive 
functions planned for 1997. For further information call CSC on (03) 9389 6213. 










'THE FARR POST ' - Issue No.4 available NOW! 
Queensland's greatest fanzine is growing all the time and looking at issue four it 

isn't hard to work out why. Editor Tony Moran is doing a great job informing the 

public about all the latest football news from up north - and occasionally beyond. 
The January issue features an update on the Brisbane Lions name saga, all the 

news on the 1997 Silver Boot Competition, a chat with Kasey Wehrmann and the 

astonishing 'exclusive' regarding the South Farr Wanderers bid to join the NSL! 
Subscriptions are $20 for twelve months and can be obtained via: 


Sportsprint, P O Box 478, Bulimba QLD 4171 
Match results required 


Greg Stock is on the lookout for anybody who has access to State League scores in both 
Tasmania, Western Australia and the various country based competitions around the place 
(like NNSW, Illawarra, Latrobe Valley, Central Western NSW, Northern Victoria, etc). 

All Greg requires is someone to supply the details (on a weekly basis) of the match 
statistics for each round and he will do the rest in putting them up on the Oz Soccer archive 
site for all to access. This can be in the form of the Monday newspaper or whatever. 
No computer skills are required. 

Phone Greg on (02) 9528-6274 or email <sunny@spin.net.au> 












Look out for.... 


JANUARY 


Optus World Soccer Series 
18 - @Melboumne) South Korea v Norway (6:15pm) 
Australia v New Zealand (8:30pm) 
(Anyone fancying a drink and a chat before the game should head for the BJS bar. 
We'll see ya there...) 
22 -(Brisbane) New Zealand v Norway (6:15pm) 
: Australia v South Korea (8:30pm) 


26 - (Sydney) South Korea v New Zealand (6:15pm) 
Australia v Norway (8:30pm) 


31 - The Ericsson Cup resumes with Wollongong hosting Sydney United 


FEBRUARY 

2 -UTS Olympic host Perth in what is looming as a crunch game for UTS, while 
Collingwood need to avoid defeat at Knights Park to salvage hopes of a finals berth. 
West Adelaide could jump back into the six if they defeat Newcastle. 

9 - South Melbourne's moment of truth arrives with a trip to Edensor Park. 

43 - Dunhill Cup kicks off in Kuala Lumpur. Competing teams: Bosnia-Herzogovina, China, 
Finland, Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore, Vietnam, Zimbabwe. Winner will collect $100,000, 
runner-up receives $50,000, semi finalists get $10,000. 

14 - Another big test for Wollongong as Brisbane come to town. 

16 - The Knights host their Sydney cousins and nothing less than three points will do, 
And South Melbourne host Adelaide City in a real six-pointer. 

23 - Put a ring around the diary now. Sydney Utd host Marconi 


MARCH 

2 - Melbourne Knights host Brisbane, and there might be a few scores to settlel 

UTS Olympic host Sydney United. 

4 - UEFA Cup 1/4 finals (1st legs) - Newcastle v Monaco, Tenerife v Brondby, Schalke v 
Valencia, Anderlecht v Inter Milan 

5 - European Cup 1/4 finals (1st legs) - Borussia Dortmund v Auxerre, Manchester United v 
Porto, Ajax Amsterdam v Atletico Madrid, Rosenborg Trondheim v Juventus 

6 - Euro Cup Winners Cup 1/4 finals (1st legs) - Benfica v Fiorentina, Paris St Germain v AEK 
Athens, SK Brann v Liverpool, Barcelona v AIK Solna 

16 - Melbourne Knights play South Melbourne at the same time Collingwood host 
Newcastle. Any chance of one of the games being brought forward 24 hours so fans 
AND media can see both if they want to? 


Yes! Of course you can subscribe! 


Rates? $16 for six issues or $30 for twelve issues. 
Please make cheques payable to Studs Up & mail to: 


Studs Up, P O Box 53, Oakleigh South 3167 


